Cooperative Learning: Upper Elementary and Middle

School

Cooperative learning is one ol tlrose topics tllat mal<es its way onto tlre prolessional
development merry—go—rouncl every lew years—witllout laill In tl1e upper ancl midclle
school gracles teachers are often left scratclﬂng their lrea<ls; unsure of how tlrey can

apply tlﬂs strategy ina classroom ol young aclults, tweens ancl almost teenagers.

/ Many upper elementary and middle school teachers are left \

wonclering...

o Do cooperative learning activities really make a difference in student
comprellension and retention

o How can | make cooperative learning work in my upper elementary or
middle school classroom¢??

®  Who has time to put all of the work and effort into preparing for and

\ training students for cooperative learninggzz /

Well, what if | told you that | use cooperative learning every <lay in upper elementary

classrooms, and lrave made it el:l:ectively worl< in tlle mitltlle SCl’lOOl classroom 222

Clrecl< out l\/ly Blog an(l Youluloe Clrannel, For a more in <le|9tl1 explanation.

.teaclring”lntlrerealworlcl.com


https://teachingintherealworld.com/blog-archve/f/cooperative-learning-in-upper-elementary-and-middle-school
https://www.youtube.com/@teachingintherealworld

[ STEP 1. Prepare Lebels ]

e Create and tape labels onto every desk/student seat
in your classroom (see next page for FREE printalples)

o |.a|9e| the Four corners of your classroom (| typica”y
Ialoel the directions o{: the room) Nortl\, East, Soutl'l,

/-West.
Use hames/labels that you Feel comfortable wi+h

and that your students will r'eslponc/ too. OFften times,

cooperative learning is ﬁear'ec/ to the younger ﬁr'ac/ec;,
so eliminate the use of cutesy clip art or ver'lmge

gear'ec/ towards younger students. For more detail

\ ohn this checkout My Blo_@. /
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https://teachingintherealworld.com/blog-archve/f/cooperative-learning-in-upper-elementary-and-middle-school

/ Tape these labels to the upper corner of your \
students’ desks. When you would like students to pair up
simply let them know who they will be working with.

‘Today, odds will be working together and evens
will be working together:'
Here are the pairs For today: | 2 and 3, 4 '

\_
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Tape these labels to the upper corner of your students’ desks.

~

When you would like students +o Pair up sirnlply let them khow who +he>/ will

\_

be working with.
’Taclay, A’s will be working together, and B’s will be working
+09eﬂ-»er'.

‘You wil pair up A/B.'

/
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[ STEP2 - Timers and Bells ]

e Decide which timer you will use, JigitaL countdown on

the computer, your pllone, visual analog etc.

Ly
St u 5.J

o0 ¢

o Be”s...cl\imes...gongzzz What will be the sound

to indicate students need to Freeze, or return to
tlleir seatsz

& & -

4 N

/ Preﬁerrec/ to use a timer that was not on my
computer since | often had a prompt, directions, or
some sort of visual needed fFor the activity. A bell or

distinct sound is needed to call students +o attention, only

use this sound c/uring cooperative learning activities.

\_ /
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[ STEP 3 . \/\/hat IS Cooperative l_earningz ]

o Walk tl\rougl\ the definition of cooperative, and what it

means to you and your Classroom.

® F.xplain each activity, and have the explanations on

hanc and easily accessiHe.

o Utilize student ISNs to tape in cooperative |earning

definition and activity c]escriptions.

O See next page for FREE ISN printalole.

-

students. | suggest utilizing my ISN tape-in on the next

It is impor+an+ that you set the tone and \

expectations of cooperative learning with your

page; this will also allow students to refer back +o

the process wheh +r'ying out new coolper'aﬁve

\ learninﬁ activities. /
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ISN Insert: Cooperative Learning

\/\/hat IS
Cooperative

I_earning222

Coogerative: A wi”ingness or aloility to wor|<
with others.
Cooperative Learniné: V\/orldng together to learn and/or come to

Lnowledge. i

a common conc]usion; a sharing oFideas and academic

FourCorners

Travel to the oorner/area 01C the room that corresponds to the
answer that you Ioelieve to Ioe true. Once you arrive at a corner,

you cannot move.

Stand Up, Pair
Up

V\/a“< the room until you hearthe signal From
your teacher. Once you hearthe signal, pair up With the person

task presented. g

closest to you ancJ Fo”ow discussion clirections/complete the

Think and
Share

Listen For teacher direction to let you Lnow
who you wi” loe interactingwith in your group. Once given the
signal, Fo”ow discussion directions/complete the tasl<

presented.

Pairec] Reading,
\/\/riting, Math

Listen For teaoher (Jirection to let you l(novv
who you wi” be interactingwith in your group. Onoe given the
signal, oomplete the task together, Ioeing sure to divide the wg
equally
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STEP3 ; Utilize Cooperative Learning Olften!

o Use Cooperative |.earning Strategies!

o Minimum of three times per week.

O Try to use two different strategies.
o Refer Back to the ISN to Reinforce Rules and Expectations
o Praise Desired Student Behavior

o Offer rewards for students that are great participants.

o Give positive verbal feedback, especia“y to reluctant

stuclents.

/

Students will see the importance of cooperative
learning when it is imlplemen+ed often! Use the same
verbiage, systems and expectations when conducﬁng

cooperative Iearning in your classroom and it will be a

success! Coﬂ9i9+enc>/ is key/
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Cooperative Learning: Step loy
Step

HopeFu”y this step on step guide can iie|p you to implement cooperative learning in your
olassroom tomorrowl Consistency IS l<ey, start sma”, anci rememloer, tiie goal is to get

your students ta”<ing about academics!

4 A

Once You Start Using Cooperative Learning You Will Notice...

o Students tliinl(ing ata i\igher level, and asl<ing more questions.
o More engagement in the classroom, student participation will s|<y rocket.

o New Frienc]ships Forming amongst your students, and more empathy for and
from classmates.

\_ /

Ciiecl( out M;{ Blog and Youiuloe Ciiannel, iCOI’ a more in deptii exp|anation.
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