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Dota Folders and Test Talks. Step on Step

Data Folders ancJ Test Ta“<s nave Ioecome tne norm in upper e|ementary and mich“e

scnoo| c|assrooms. A Iot Ol[\ time these tnings are sometning that teachers arejust

trying to check oFFtneir lists, or they Ioecome Forgotten and dusty ina l?in in the

corner. But data tru|y can lﬁe your most valualole tool, and l have a rea|istic way to

Leep up witn cJata, ancJ mal<e it matter!

Many upper elementary and middle school teachers are left wondering...
o Wil co”ecting test/assessment data rea”y matter? Does it l\e|p2
e Do students even care about data and their scores?

How can | find the time to conduct test talks? Isit necessaryz

\_

~

J

V\/e“, Wnat hf | to|d you that data Folders and test ta"(s have he|ped to create

aca&emic Iouy-in amongst my upper e|ementary and midc“e scnoo| studentsz

V\/hat 1“ a|so toch you | dl(l Iittle toNO prep For data Folder and test ta”<3222

Cneck out M){ B|og ancl VouTuloe Cnannel, For a more in depth explanation.

l_et’s dive in!
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STEP I Prepare Data Folders

o Prepare Data Folders as a V\/hole Group

O Students wi“ prepare clata Folders together with your guidance
| |_a|9e] ICI’OHt With name, date and class
| Place log and graph on IoracLets

| |_a|9el Front inside pocket, “Assessments,” this IS where studente

wi” Leep completecl/scorecl assessments.
O V\/hole group preparation ensures consistency and accuracy

O Students see the importance oFthe data Folders

® Supplies Needed

O Folder with pocl<ets and Iorackets
O Graph
O |_og

-

Completing this as a whole group stresses the importance of data Folders +o
preting grodp P

students; it also allows consistency in regarc/ to labeling and the order of pages in the
Folders. Take the time to make your data Folders in class, and stress to students the

importance of data. For more detail on this checkout My Blog,
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Daota Folder Guidelines

Place ALL summative assessments in Data
Folder pocket.

a. Assessments wil remain in the Folder until the
end of the quarter.

b. Place hewest assessment on +oP.

Write with heat and legible handwriting when
Filing out Assessment Log and Assessment
Graph

a. & dbsent, please locate the 'Master" Data

Folder to updaJre your Folder.
b. Be sure to fil out ALL boxes.

Use a ruler and marker/highlighter/crayon
when creating the bars on your graph (ho
per/ Pencil).

o. Create clear bars on your ﬁr‘aph to show your

omozing growth ond accomplishment.

4. CELEBRATE! vYou are doiha a great jola!
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Assessment l_oaz QT |

Date

Nome of Assessment

Class
Averaﬂe

Score

%/
Grade
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Assessment % Earned
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STEP 2- "Master" Data Folder

o Keep a separate data lfolder For each c|ass/su|9ject.

O ﬂ]is a”ows ;or al)sent students to up&ate their data lfo]der inclependently,

|alael c|ear|y ancJ mal<e this FoHer easily accessi|9]e.

b

O Provides a “master’ record oFcIass data For co-teachers or achin to

relference

“Master” Folder IS Fi|e System For A” Test [tems
O Answer Key

O C|ass Line P|ot (this indicates questions missed

on test) an(J is important data
regarding the test and student penformance.

O Assessment |_og to track a” items that have

Ioeen reviewed.

-

Folder adlso provides a convenient aciling system; all assessment data and inFormation is in

~

When you keep a ‘master" data folder fFor each class or subject, you are truly
making your life easier This folder is Prepped prior to holding a Test Tak with the

class, and is Perﬁecv‘ to put under the document camera For students +o copy. The

one spot and easy to access or pass on to another teacher iF needed
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STEP 3: Use Data Folders Weekly

Update Data Folders Each Weel(

O Choose a (Jay to update hf it helps to keep you on tracl<.

O  Be sure to return summative assessments within [? hours (need he]p with

this, check out M;{ B|og).

O Send Folclers home once updated For parents to review and Ioring |9ac|< the
Fo”owing day.

Data Folder Storage
O Ensure that data Folders are easy to access.

O Store Fo|c1ers towarcls the Front oFthe room, this keeps them in sight and

allows administrators or other teachers to easily Hip through and access

the Fo|ders.

O C|ear|y labe' SO that visitors/SpEcJ Teachers/lnterventionists can view or

gral) Fol(Jers as needed.

/

~

Consistency is key with data Folders! When you use them every single week,

students readlize that this is important, and their grac/ec; begin to become +ar7gible, When

gr‘ades and their value are celebrated and understood students beﬁin to care. IF you

need help keeping up with 3r'ac/ing to ensure that scores are recorded each week,

check out Mx B/og_
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STEP 4: Conduct the Test Tak

Once students have copied and recorded data into their Assessment l_og and
Assessment Graph, it is time to conduct the Test Ta”<.

1. Test Talk should take no more that 15 minutes MAXIMUM
O Typica”y 10 minutes
o Dependent on the length of the test
2. Celebrate Students!
o Give a shout out to students that have scored well on the test.
o Give a shout out to students that have shown growth and improvement.
3. Teacher will share line plot data from grading
o Line plot will indicate how many students missed specific questions.

O ﬂ]is ]ine p|ot wi” guide in depth exp|anation oFspechfic questions.
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STEP 4: Conduct the Test Tak

Conc/uct t/79 [est 73//( Cont/'nuec/:
3. Students have their own test and a penin hand duringthe Test Ta”«

O Students are expected to write in correct answers to the problems they

have missed.

O Students are expected to marl< in pen or in&icate the proHems that are

correct.

o Students are expected to write the percentage and letter gracle on top

4. Reacl/Share AI_L answers to the test

O Display on document camera
O Students are adding in correct answers in pen
b. ln—Depth exp|anation on questions missed the most (as indicated on |ine plot).

O You do not need to explain every question on the test, this wi” cause

students to Ioecome distracte& and og tasl<.

o Ifastudent hasa questionon a spechfic question, or groups quuestions,

pu” them during your intervention group for a more in~depth conversation.

(" )

The tests are ﬁrac/ec/, but it is expec-fed that students are marking all over their
test with colored pen/ink; the teacher has 9r‘ac/ed the assignment, indicated which

problems are wrong and the Final score, but it is expeded that students Fil in the rest
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Dota Folders and Test Talks. Step on Step

Hopelfu”y this step on step guide can help you to imp|ement (Jata lfolclers and test

talks in your classroom tomorrow! When you show students the meaning of their

grades, they wi“ care aloout their grades.

4 A

Once You Start Data FoHers and Test Ta"<s You WI” Notice...

o Students taking in interest in their scores on tests and grades in general .

o Happier and more supportive parents when it comes to assessments and
grades.

® Lesstime spent gathering student information and data, it is already organizecl
and ready to share with other teachers.

Checl( out M;{ Blog and YouTuloe Clwannel, For a more in depth exp'anation.

www.+eachinain+her'ealworld.com


https://teachingintherealworld.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@teachingintherealworld

